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draughts as the officers of the P. Division. I might be satisfied 
with the answer the council has been pleased to give me. I 
have but one way to redress myself, & I presume my country- 
men will justify me in so doing, when they know that I con- 
ceived it injurious to honor to serve in an army where distinctions 
were established, repugnant to that equality which by compact 
was the basis of the American service. I cannot be happy when 
I am told you may draw support to your body, but shall not 
command your proportion of men. 

The small number due from this state can advantage us but 
little; of course it is not the loss of the men so much as the 
establishment of the principle which hurts me. Other States I 
suppose will treat us in the same manner, & at the close of this 
campaign my small corps will be reduced to a mere party. 
However, I have learnt the art of being happy under distress. 
I have done my duty so far as I know how, faithfully. My let- 
ters to the several governments will shew my officers my endev- 
ors to procure soldiers for them, & my conscience will acquit 
me if forced to relinquish a command I most sincerely love. 

I have the honor to be, sir, with the most perfect respect & 
esteem your Excellency's most ob. serv. 

Henry Lee, Gen'l. 
His Exc y Joseph Reid, yd. 



LETTERS OF WILLIAM FITZHUGH. 

July 21st, 1698. 
Mr. Cornelius Serjeant: 

Sr. I received severall letters from you last year & the last by 
Capt. Jones wt. acct. of sales acct. Curr' inclosed therein, theacct. 
of Sales of my Tobo. I do not at all like, for I must esteem you by 
your letters & the sales there made to be but a very ordinary 
Market man, for if all the Tobo. I had sold about that time which 
was not inconsiderable, both at Bristol, London, Plymouth, & Liv- 
erpool, ordinary Tobo. yielded me as good & some a better 
price, my own stemmed sweet scented so far beyond, that I have 
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hardly patience to look upon your Acct. You charge me in 
your Account for a Charter party drawing & give me notice of 
the same in your letter, & on the back side of your letter there's 
a draught of a charter party with my name mentioned therein, 
but why I must be charged for a charter party & not have it, I 
cant tell, but this I can tell, that if freight had ruled here above 
the rate taken by the charter party it was at the master's cour- 
tesie to let me have any for I am sure for want of it, I could 
neither compell him nor protest against him, nor indeed dis- 
creetly or legally demand it, what you kept the charter party 
there for I cant imagine, for if it was complyed with, the charter 
party is useless & void, if not complyed with, their charter party 
would be produced against you for damages so that your keep- 
ing the charter party, if it were not ignorantly done, was only to 
bring me under the necessity of paying freight, if freight was 
high here. However, because I do not love trouble I have com- 
plyed with the certain freight, though to my damage, I have also 
charged a note upon you to pay Mr. Mason ^85. 1. 8. which 
pray let be answered him. I am 

Your Wff. 
To Mr. Cornelius Sergeant, 

Tobacconist, &c. 



July 21st, 1698. 
Honoured Sir: 

I received your single letter of the 10th January date, & 
heartily congratulate your hopeful expectation of recovery from 
your unwelcome, tedious & most uneasie companion the Gout, 
which I pray God may fully answer your hopes. As to your 
wonder that I have never been troubled therewith I'll tell you 
Sr. I never much frequented Bacchus Orgyes & always avoided 
Ceres' shrine, & never was one of Venus' Votarys. To speak 
to you I never courted unlawful pleasures with women, avoided 
hard drinking as much as lay in my power, & always avoided 
feasting & consequuntly the surfeits occasioned thereby, tell your 
Doctr. this, & he will conclude I am not near being his patient 
yet. I thank you Sr. for your generall news in this letter, & 
have been & am now longingly expecting your particular news 
in your letter yet to come, which now would be most gratefull & 
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acceptable, & so will be for the future if you please & think it not 
too much trouble to hold this kind correspondance by yearly 
letters. Indeed did I know your mind, I believe I might con- 
sign you a little sweet scented Tobo. yearly, which pray by the 

next let me know. The tenth is always the worst, therefore 

fearing the last effects of your Distemper may be troublesome 
enough without my Impertinencys, I shall only request you to 
make my most humble service acceptable to your good Lady, & 
to desire your self to receive the same. 

Affectionately from, 

Wff. 
To Mr. Henry Hartwell, 

Merchant in London. 



July 26th, 1698. 
Mr. John Cooper: 

Sr. I have writ you formerly very large both as to Mr. 
Nicholas Hayward's business & Mr. Jno. Taylor's, which I hope 
will come safe to your hand & then I assure myself you will use 
your utmost endeavor to secure my Interest with them, within 
this four or five days I hope to send the duplicates thereof, for 
fear of miscarriage. This comes in haste to inclose a bill of 
Loading for thirteen hh di of stemmed sweet scented Tobo. two 
more unstemmed, sweet scented in all fifteen hh" 9 in Capt. Alli- 
son which I am well assured will prove good Tobo. & hope you 
will get a good market for the same. Pray be sure by the first 
conveniency to send me a full account of my whole business & 
my Account Currant also by this ship. I have sent you also ten 
3 inch black walnut plank, which comes freight free, & hope it 
will come to a good Market. Pray by the first conveniency of 
a London ship bound for this River send me in these things fol- 
lowing (viz): 2 quilts, A side saddle, A large Silver Salt, A 
pair women's gallooned shoes, A table, Pair of stands, Case 
Drawers & looking Glass Answerable, Two large leather Car- 
pets, Two gall. Florence Oyl, a set of Dressing boxes answer- 
able to the Table & stand, &c, A box of Glass in quarries with 
lead answerable in Diamond cut, containing about 80 or 100 feet, 
Six three quartered lacken book frames for pictures well bur- 
nished, About 40 or 50 shillings worth of colours for painting 
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wt. pencils walnut Oyl & Linseed Oyl proportionable together 
with half a doz. 3 quarter clothes to set up a painter. Sr. Fail 
not of sending me in the goods according as is directed on the 
other side & one again I desire you to send me in my Acct. 
Currant by the first conveniency. If Capt. Allison comes to you 
with protested bills of Exchange of Mr. Henry Wharton's drawn 
upon Capt. Thomas Wharton for ^5 pay the ^5 & send me in 
the protested bills of Exchange; if he gives you a full and ple- 
nary & legall power to get them here, otherwise pay no money. 
If I have any more to add I shall take the next conveniency but 
pray be mindful of all the affairs now & formerly sent for see me 
my goods in a ship bound for Potomack if possible but take the 
bills of Loading to be delivered at my landing let the freight be 
what it will, otherwise I had better have no goods. Your 

Wff. 
To Mr. Jno. Cooper. 



August 24th, 1698. 
Mr. George Mason: 

Sr. This comes only for cover of this small bill of Exchange 
for £$. 14. o. sterling drawn by Capt. Joseph Luffe upon Mr. 
Goltey, which please to receive for my use. I have writ you 
largely by Capt. Jones who I hope will be with you before the 
receipt of this, & therein you will find my whole desires & 
affairs, which I hope you will pursue & give me notice thereof 
by the first & all conveniencys, which I shall longingly expect, 
& you may assure your self will be most acceptable to 

Sr. Your Wff. 
To Mr. George Mason, Merchant in Bristol. 



April 26th, 1699. 
Mr. John Pemberton: 

Sr. That I have been quiet with you so long has been 
because I had no opportunity of freight to your Port; this oppor- 
tunity by Mr. Rymer gives me the opportunity of renewing my 
acquaintance by letters & Dealings & now have sent you four 
hh d " of choice sweet scented stemmed Tob° & weighty, for which 
I hope & expect a good Market, but if at the first Landing Tob° 
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below, & if there be any probable expectation of a higher Mar- 
ket within a twelve month following rather keep it by you than 
sell it at an under rate, for I have no occasion to charge bills or 
send for goods till I have account from you of the sale of my 
Tob°. Inclosed is the bill of Loading for the same, which I am 
sure you will take care to dispose of to the best advantage of Sr. 

Your Wff. 
To Mr. John Pemberton, Merchant in Bristol. 

(concluded.) 



ELECTION OF COL. GEO. WASHINGTON, 1758. 



Inspector General's Office, 

Washington. D. C, September /, 1898. 

Editor Virginia Historical Magazine, Richmond, Va. 

Sir: Among the Washington papers in the State De- 
partment are a number of polls of electors in Fairfax and Fred- 
erick counties, in elections in which Washington was a candidate 
for the House of Burgesses, extending from 1758 to 1765. I 
enclose one of the earliest of these, that for Frederick county, in 
1758, which you may publish if you see fit. I think it is inter- 
esting. You will observe that each elector voted for two candi- 
dates, if he wished. The list I have copied is in Washington's 
own writing, and was arranged in alphabetical order by him from 
another list among the papers, which was copied from the poll- 
books in the order in which the votes were cast. There is also 
among the papers a list of the polls for an election of Burgesses 
in Fairfax County, in 1748, in. which " Major Washington " and 
others were candidates. On this is endorsed, in the writing of 
Jared Sparks, a note that this must have been Lawrence Wash- 
ington (who was a major at that time), as George was then only 

sixteen years old. 

Very truly, 

A. C. Quisenberry. 



